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First Principles 

• Low-income individuals, especially people of color, are suffering 
disproportionately, both physically and financially, from COVID-19 

• These health and income inequities—which were pre-existing 
conditions long before COVID-19—will persist long after the 
pandemic subsides unless we are as intentional about addressing 
poverty as we were in creating it 

• We should focus our recovery efforts not simply on restoring the old 
economy but on rebuilding an equitable economy—a healthy 
economy—intentionally constructed on a foundation of racial justice	
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Income	Distribution	of	Black	and	White	Families	
In	the	City	of	Charlottesville	
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How do you solve poverty? 



Give money to poor people. 



There is only one group  
with the capability and 

interest in giving people money 
—even more than they “need”— 

month after month, 
year after year. 



Employers. 



Talk to employers 

1Step 



Survival Expenses in the 
Charlottesville region 

Annual	 Monthly	 Weekly	

Food	 $5,995	 $499	 $115	

Clothing	 $1,006	

Shelter	 $15,900	 $1,325	

Utilities	 $2,602	 $217	

Necessary	Costs	 $5,002	

TOTAL	 $30,603	

Single Householder + 2 Children (1 toddler) 


